Long-term survival of the Charnley low-friction total hip arthroplasty.
A survivorship analysis of 1,151 Charnley low-friction total hip arthroplasties performed as a primary procedure showed the following 15-year failure probabilities: hip revision 13%, cup revision 8%, femoral revision 12%, radiographic femoral loosening 13%, and radiographic cup loosening 49%. Pain scores diminished gradually with time so that at 15 years, the probability of a Charnley pain score less than 5 was 70%. The data suggest that the Charnley low-friction hip arthroplasty has a finite life span.